
KALK BAY/ST JAMES RESIDENTS & RATEPAYERS 

ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 10th MAY 2011

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

OPENING

Good evening, welcome and thank you for your attendance at the 2011 

Kalk Bay & St James Residents & Ratepayers Assocation's AGM.

Special welcome to our guests:  local councillor Demetri Qually, CoCT 

road engineer Paul Booth & Andy Rush from Kayad Knight Piesold.

As has been the case for the last 3 years, our focus will be on the upgrade 

of Main Road. 

This  is  the  one  topic  for  which  there's  constant  clamour  for  more 

information.  And rightly so,  since  it  is  one the most  extensive  public 

works projects undertaken in our area for a long time.

Apart from upgrading all those invisible services we take from granted, 

like water supply, sewage and stormwater services, the project also means 

improved road safety for motorists, cyclists & pedestrians. 

And furthermore, the one aspect  that is the closest to my heart, is the 

improved civic spaces in terms of landscaping & expanded public spaces 

brought about through the widening of pavements and reclaiming of left-

over road spaces.
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We'll  talk about the road in terms of the old cliché – past,  present  & 

future.

One always takes Main Rd for granted, but as Barrie Gasson will recount 

in his introductory history,  Main Rd started off in quite a different form 

from what we know now.

Thereafter Andy Rush from Kayad & Paul Booth from the City of Cape 

Town will give us a recount of the great job they've done so far & prepare 

us  for  what  lies  ahead of  us.  Soon the  road upgrading will  reach the 

Central  Business  District  of  Kalk  Bay  which  promises  wonderful 

improvement in civic spaces afterwards, but perhaps some pain during 

the process itself ?

Without further ado I hand you over to Barrie Gasson, our committee's 

secretary  who'll be wearing his hat as Chairman of the KB Historical 

Society to give us a condensed version of a popular talk he had given a 

few years back. 

....

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Good evening once again and here follows my Chairman’s report for 

2011.

The current committee is made up 9 volunteers & and if I might name 

them, they are alphabetically :

Alan Espie

Barrie Gasson, our secretary

Bert Stafford
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Dennis Evenett

Josie Eastwood

Judy Herbert

Roderick Bothman, our treasurer,

Roelf Jansen

Tony Trimmel

We have a system of rotating chairmanship & I filled the post this year, 

with Judy as vice-chair.

Our committee divides our duties between different portfolios.  Herewith 

some short reports from the most active of these portfolios in no 

particular order.

First up is infrastructure, which had mostly to do with the rebuilding 

of Main Rd.

Our Association monitored the progress of the roadworks contract and 

had one to one  and bi-monthly public meetings with the site staff on a 

regular basis so as to give a voice to local residents interests & concerns.. 

The Ratepayers Association  proposed the introduction of the current one-

way system in an attempt to reduce traffic hold ups. This resulted in 

improved traffic flow and spin-offs for the contractor as well, namely has 

been longer working sections and greater flexibility, all of which reduces 

the overall contract time.

 

We are currently investigating the roadworks traffic problems associated 

with the Clairvaux Road /Main Road junction and beyond to Clovelly at 

which stage there won't be any alternative route to get to the deep South.
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Security is unfortunately always an issue in South African cities, & 

we don't have the luxury of ignoring it either.

The Crimewatch operation in our area continues to operate even though 

patrolling ceased due to lack of support by volunteers. We still meet on a 

monthly basis with Allan Dillon of the Mountain Men Security Company 

and receive reports and pass on feedback from local residents.

We are also grateful to Don Yeowell who runs the Crimewatch Report 

website. This is the main contact we have with residents and urge them to 

report any incident large or small to this site. It is the only real monitor 

we have to gauge the level of crime in our area. 

 

A more pleasant portfolio is that of green spaces, but unfortunately 

one of them made the headline for the wrong reasons this year.

I'm talking about the Concert in the Lever Street Park which was not held 

this year since it was not possible to obtain a permit from the events 

office. In its stead an impromptu picnic took place, resulting in R3,900 

being made in donations.

Yearly gardening & maintenance  for this park amount to R16,000 so 

there is still a substantial shortfall  We appeal to residents, particularly 

those immediately surrounding the park & those who use it regularly to 

contribute.

The Dalebrook Gardens which had just started to take shape, have since 

been taken over by the roadworks and we are looking forward to the new 

landscaped garden which they will supply once the roadworks moves on.
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As always there are many residents who look after public spaces around 

the village, and for their dedication we thank them.  In case someone is 

inadvertently not mentioned, they will not be thanked by name. Your 

efforts to keep the village beautiful are very much appreciated. 

These include : The railway garden besides Cape to Cuba, the public 

space corner of Main and Clairvaux Roads, the old graveyard site at the 

end of Quarterdeck, the entrance to Kalk Bay harbour, the garden at the 

top of Ponder steps, the garden at Danger beach, the garden besides Kalk 

Bay Trading Post. It is astonishing just how many public spaces are being 

maintained by dedicated residents. Your efforts are very much 

appreciated by us all.

One of our worthiest portfolios is recycling & the unit in front of the 

Olympia Bakery continues to operate successfully.

The proceeds thereof create employment for two people. It is not without 

its problems and difficult to manage at times. However the benefits still 

outweigh the disadvantages.

Our committee also has a legal portfolio which is occasionally called 

upon to assist  when serious matters arise.

Firstly we commented on the final basic assessment report for the 

proposed new residential development adjacent to Wooleys Pool to 

which we raised substantial concerns which the applicant now needs to 

address.

We also assistend  local residents in their fight to control noise from one 

of the major restaurants & pubs in the area. Various initiatives flowed out 

this & the result has been mostly satisfactory.
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Finally we studied the City’s draft liquor act regulations and were advised 

on their impact on our area.

Being a harbour town, the harbour precinct features prominently on 

our montly agenda.

We are gladdened by the vast improvement in the running of the harbour 

since  new management took over a few months ago. For example, the 

illegal parking of private cars on the harbour wall was solved overnight 

due  to  the  efficient  management  of  the  entrance  gates.  This  had 

previously been a problem our committee complained about to harbour 

authorities for years with little avail.

Many  other  improvements  are  also  evident,  and  in  the  process  the 

Department of Forestry & Fishing created much employment opportunity 

for the local fishing community. 

The harbour is now once again a pleasant place to visit.

Because  Kalk  Bay  &  St  James  are  declared  urban  conservation 

areas,  there  rests  an  onerous  responsiblity  on  our  committee  to 

comment on all planning applications brought to the City of Cape 

Town.

Our heritage subcommittee mostly responds to the city's Urban 

Conservation branch about aesthetic issues, but sometimes we also need 

to give input regarding subdivision or rezoning applications as well. 

Recent changes in legislation has meant stricter enforcement of heritage 

guidelines . This is something we're very pleased about. One very 

positive change you might have noticed, is that all applicants are now 
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required to post a notice on their front gate giving the public a month to 

respond to building work they're proposing to undertake.

This will hopefully mean the end to controversial applications approved 

in secret without the knowledge of the surrounding residents.  

Due to the current state of the economy we received relatively few 

applications this year. This is probably a good thing in an urban 

conservation area, since fewer applications means greater oversight & 

design refinement.

To be exact we received 19 planning applications in the last year, mostly 

for minor alterations. Only four of  these applications were judged 

unsuited to the area and have gone back to the drawing board or have 

gone quiet altogether.

The business magazines FinWeek did a survey on property values a few 

months back & St James came out of top, both for property value 

increases over 5 and 10 years. I'd like to think that is due in some part to 

the strict enforcement of heritage guidelines in our area.  This oversight 

ensures that our area retains its charm & does not fall victim to those kind 

of  gargantuan monstrosities often seen elsewhere along the coast.

We've been striving to make our committee more open to the public 

& one of the ways we achieve this is via our website, which has been 

up and running for a few years now.

The website is meant to be a reliable source of local information such as 

contact numbers, urban conservation guidelines as well as more up-to-

date news, such as road rebuilding updates. 
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For those of you who are not yet familiar with the website – the address is 

kalkbaystjamesratepayers (all one word) .wordpress.com. However, 

instead of remember this long url, rather just search the internet for the 

terms Kalk Bay & St James Ratepayers, & our site will pop right up, 

close to the top of your search results.

This has been quite a mouthful & I thank you all for your patience.

I wish to thank all the members of our committee for volunteering their 

know-how,  time  & energy.  It  is  greatly  appreciated  &  may  we  long 

continue to draw from your skills.

A big thanks also goes out to all of you residents who help to keep this 

area in shape & keep it one of the best places to live.

I thank you.
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